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Malfunctioning Devices is a series of miniatures, each of which represents objects, places, or situations
in  which something has  gone  awry.   Meant  to  be  self-contained but  performed together,  they are
entitled as follows:

I. The Pressure's Off
II. The Oblong Wheel

III. The Untethered Dynamo
IV. The Factory

V. Cold Dirt Elevator

Each  busted,  cantankerous  machine  was  constructed  by  freely  reordering  and  mangling  trichords
created from vertical slices of parallel divergent chromatic wedges in a variation on a George Perle-
inspired  method,  with  each  miniature  focusing  on  a  different  set  of  source  pitch  classes,  source
intervals, and, wedge direction, beginning as follows (note the anomalous pitch class B omitted from
the wedge pitch set, bookending IV (the miniature most anomalous in interval and pitch class pattern)):

To the Performer:

Great care should be taken to observe the dynamic markings and to emphasize the contrasts between
loud  and  quiet  areas,  particularly  in  the  thunderous  gestures  in  sections  II  and  V.   Similarly,  the
performer should emphasize the contrast between areas that are to be played mechanically (these are
machines, after all) versus those that are to be played expressively.

- Howie Kenty,
2011-2012
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